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Anvasion Plan or Whet? :
The cleudy history of the Cubar:invasion: STATINTL
ﬂasco probably will be opened up for new-:
post morlems by former President Eisene
hower's remark that “there was absolutely no
“plahning for an Invaslon in my Admlmatra-
tion.” e .
That Is not precisely the way moqt Amerls . €
.¢ans have heard the story of the invasion,
;nor Is it the way the Kennedy Adnﬁmstmuon.
tells {t, Ons Administration official says the -
former President is in error, that there wera . :
yplans for an invasion while he was in oifice, .
and that “there are documents to prova it.”
Mr. Eisenhower's flat denlal was amended,
-however, by something else he told ﬁ'eq‘lmen
Republcan Congressmen visiting Geitysburg.
.He sald that “we had dore nothing except to
.recognize that these Cuban refuzees had a
,great desire to go back to Cuba, so wa began
'organizing them and giving them weapons.”.
: If this effort did not mean invasion plan..
, » ning, what did it mean? Perhaps the answer
{
i
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lies in semantics. There is a difference bc- )
+tween preparing forces for an invasion and
making plans for an invasion by 1200 men at .
the Bay of Pigs on April 17. The CIA’s inva.s
- 'sion preparations’ which President Kennedy. ..
inherited are presumably permissible within' "-: :
“the context of the Eisenhower rhetorie, withe -

ﬁ’ut amounting to an invasion “plan.” Andy }“ o
perhaps “hat is a plzn to one Admmisu‘ation ,‘\ 5y
“* {s not a plan to another, auf so on,
- In view of Mr. Kennedy's full acceptance nf

‘ . responsibility for the decliza on Cuba, fure x
' - ther efforts to assess the a3nct degree of re-
+ sponsibility may scem a wiste of time. Nevere -"f _
theless, Mr. Eiscnhower. .adoubtedly has .
handed histarians a few mord queation mark;v
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